
Yes

Is there a supervising 
veterinarian available 

with access to 
controlled substances?

No

Intravenous access in 
this animal?

Yes

No

NoYes

Propofol IV or other
anesthetic to achieve

anesthesia
THEN

Intravenous injection of: 
Reduced dose 
pentobarbital

OR
KCl
OR

MgSO4

Intramuscular injection 
+/- inhaled anesthetic to 

achieve anesthesia 
THEN

Intracardiac injection of: 
Reduced dose 
pentobarbital

OR
KCl
OR

MgSO4

Intravenous access in 
this animal?

Can non-veterinarians 
legally administer 

injectables (other than 
euthanasia solution) to 
shelter animals without 

supervision?

Propofol IV or other non-
controlled anesthetic to achieve

anesthesia
THEN

Intravenous injection of: 
Reduced dose pentobarbital

OR
KCl
OR

MgSO4

IM injection of non-controlled 
drug combination to achieve 

anesthesia
THEN

Intracardiac injection of: 
Reduced dose pentobarbital

OR
KCl
OR

MgSO4

Yes No
Avoid IP route to 
conserve existing

pentobarbital; no other
modifications to 

protocol exist.  Avoid 
euthanasia via other 

strategies.


